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problems of India, but I know of no systematic exposition even of one-sided views as to the origin, growth, modern condition, and future prospects of the economic institutions of the country.
The reason for this absence of clearly defined views on broad, economic facts is, that those facts have not yet got crystallised sufficiently to permit of a reasoning on scientific principles. All we can do is to study the facts themselves, in as great a detail and with as much accuracy as possible; to put them in juxtaposition with parallel facts as known from our past history; to compare them with the facts and phenomena observed in other countries; to generalise with caution, and draw tentative conclusions; and to lay the foundations of a science free from current bias and prejudice, and yet not blind to the views which have been put forward on all sides by publicists and practical men, not only with reference to Indian facts, but with reference to the well - ascertained facts in all the leading countries of the world, India having entered into the comity of nations through the British Government, her history and her economics are no longer isolated, but are influenced and even interpreted by the events that mark the progress of the modern world.
The village was until quite recently the economic unit in the country. As regards the production, distribution, and exchange of wealth,